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AN INQUIRY INTO THE TRUTHFULNESS OF LORD 
MACAULAY’S PORTRAITURE OF GEORGE FOX. 


BY JOHN STEPHENSON ROWNTREE. 
(Continued from page 213.) 


Having in the previous lecture attained to 
certain positive positions in the matter under 
investigation—having possessed ourselves (un- 
less we greatly err) of the real key to the life- 
history of George Fox—having learned some- 
thing of the intensity of his religious convic- 
tions—and having ascertained how considerable 
was the legislative and administrative ability 
which he possessed--having in short reviewed 
some of his more notable doings—we now occupy 
« favorable stand-point, for fairly and definitely 
considering the merits of Lord Macaulay’s state- 
ments 

It will be remembered that it is when record- 
ing the occurrence of Fox’s funeral in 1691, 
that the reader is introduced to that biographical 
sketch, which has called forth the present lec- 
ture. The subject is thus opened : 

“More than forty years had elapsed since 
Fox had begun to see visions and to cast out 
devils. He was then a youth of pure morals 
and grave deportment, with a perverse temper, 
with the education of a laboring man, and with 
an intellect in the most unhappy of all states, 
that is to say, too much disordered for liberty, 
and not sufficiently disordered for Bedlam. The 
circumstances in which he was placed, were such 
as could scarcely fail to bring out in the strong- 
est form the constitutional disease of his mind. 


He wandered from congregation to congregation : 
he heard priests harangue against Puritans: he 
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heard Puritans harangue against priests ; and 
hein vain applied for spiritual direction and con- 
solation to doctors of both parties. 


After some time he came to the conclusion that 
nod human being was competent to instruct him 
in divine things, and that the truth had been 
cgmumunicated to him by divine inspiration from 
héaven,”’* 

/Preare not to diseuss whether there were occa- 
sions in the early life of George Fox, when the 
igtensity of his soul’s unrest may have clouded 
his intellect ; but certainly in the face of the ev- 
idence you have listened to, attesting his habit- 
ual sound-mindedness, the general charge of in- 
sanity falls harmless to the ground—unless it 
shall appear that Lord Macaulay brings forward 
facts setting aside or overturning such evidence. 
The ‘seeing of visions” and the “ casting out 
of devils,” are evidently brought forward in this 
behoof—let us turn our attention to these phe- 
nomena. The following passage from Fox’s 
Journal, under date 1649, is the only authority 
quoted by Lord Macaulay with reference to the 
“ casting out of devils :” 

‘“¢ Coming to Mansfield-W oodhouse, there was 
a distracted woman under a doctor’s hand, with 
her hair loose all about her cars; and he was 
about to let her blood, she being first bound, and 
many people being about her holding her by vio- 
lence ; but he could get no blood from her. And 
I desired them to unbind her and let her alone, 
for they could not touch the spirit in her by 
which she was tormented. So they did unbind 
her; and I was moved to speak to her, and 
in the name of the Lord to bid her be quiet and 
still; and she was so. And the Lord’s power 
settled her mind, and she mended, and afterwards 
she received the truth, and continued in it to 
her death. And the Lord’s name was honored ; 
to whom theglory ofall his works belongs. Many 
great and wouderful things were wrought by the 
heavenly power in those days: for the Lord 
wade bare his omnipotent arm, and manifested 
his power to the astonishment of many; by the 
healing virtue whereof many have been delivered 


* History of England, Vol. F¥.-p. 24. 
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made on our faith in the operations of the unseen 
world, as large or larger than in the great auto- 


from great infirmities, and the devils were made 
subject through his name; of which particular 


instances might be given beyond what this un-| biography before us; whilst if Girolamo Savan- 


believing age is able to receive or bear. But|arola, Ignatius Loyola, or Francis Xavier be 
blessed for ever be the name of the Lord, and | summoned as witnesses, they will assert the pos- 
everlastingly honored, and over all exalted and | session of an amount of miraculous power, and 
magpified be the arm of his glorious power, by | supernatural direction, which will completely 
which he hath wrought gloriously: let the honor | cast into the shade, the visions and the ex orcis- 
and praise of all his works be ascribed to Him | ings of George Fox—yet the eight names I have 
alone.” mentioned, stand by common consent on the roll- 
Is this narrative incredible : or does it prove | call of the world’s greut men. 
the writer a man of unsound mind? I think not.) The quotation which I read in my former lec. 
Granting that no miracle was wrought, there is|ture, from the pen of Frederic Myers, M. A. 
still no difficulty in supposing that the poor dis-| will not have indisposed you to listen to him 
tracted woman was restored to reason, through | again. He has been summing up the character 
the agency of her deliverer from a clamorous | of Savanarola—and after referring tu his“ seeing 
crowd. Relieved from this exasperating influ-| visions,” &c. says : 
ence,—brought under the strengthening pres-| ‘“ Assuredly the New Testament does place 
ence of a powerful mind, itself at rest, her ner-| the Christian Church under a dispensation of 
vous system soothed by words and acts of kind-j Spiritual influence not common to those without 
ness, and her heart comforted by the consola-| it, and does also make the individual's partici- 
tions of the Gospel—I can readily believe that} pation of such influences, proportionate to the 
reason may have resumed the throne it had va-| measure of his faith, and love, and obedience.” 
cated, and that the last days of the afflicted ‘ . ‘ : : 
woman may have been her best days. “ Certainly I think that the autobiographies of 
The lapse of two hundred years has advanced | the best men and of the wisest, do testify, that 
our knowledge of the phenomena attending men-}in a very special sense, the Inspiration of the 
tal disease, but it has done little towards un-| Almighty has given them understanding : that 
veiling the mysteries of the spirit world. The there isa power in prayer to open the eyes of 
most talented authors stil! differ widely, in their} the mind, as well as to expand the affections of 
method of treating narratives of visions, or other | the heart : and that many things seeming impos- 
occurrences in which supernatural agency is sup- | sible to the natural wan «re possible to him who 
posed to be involved. If weturn to Fox’s auto-| is in communion with God through Christ. In- 
biography, a dozen instances may be found, in | deed-I believe that almost any soul—a very or- 





| 





which the writer avers that he was the favored 
recipient of heavenly visions. I cannot admit} 
such statements to be valid evidence that the | 
author’s intellect was disordered. A large num- 
ber of persons (and probably Lord Macaulay was 
one of them) whilst adwitting that in past ages, 
visions were granted to the servants of the Most 
High, (as in the instance when the Apostle Paul 
entered Europe at the summons of “a man of 

Macedonia,”’) deny that such interpositions are 
experienced in these “ latter days;” and at once 
suspect mental unsoundness in those who assert 
the possession of such revelations of the will of 

Heaven. It would be inopportune to discuss 
this mysterious question on the present occa- 
sion—and indeed it would be impracticable, for 
80 many considerations, both religious and psy- 
chological, are involved in it, that in attempting 
to do so, we should greatly overleap the needful 
limits of a popular lecture. Such an examina- 
tion is however unnecessary, for it is easy to 
show from fucts universally admitted, that one 
who affirms he has “seen visions and cast out 

devils,” is not thereby excluded from the fellow- 
ship of the wise and great. If we consult the 
memoirs of Fox’s great contemporary, Blaise 
Paseal, or those of Martin Luther, or in later 

times of George Whitfield, and of John and 
Charles Wesley, we shall find (I think) claims 





dinary soul—if only it would inspect itself earn- 
estly awhile, would come to feel that it was so fear- 
fully and wonderfully made, thatit might at any 
time readily become a mystery and even a terror 
to itself. But a soul of more than ordinary 
depth, communing constantly not only with the 
mysteries of its own being, but also with those 
yet greater ones of the Christian Revelation— 
if such should come to think itself peculiarly 
privileged—specially illuminated—indeed it 
need not be necessarily false, not even necessari- 
ly mistaken. The possibilities of spirit in any 
case no man knows—the least manifestation of 
it is a mystery, the greatest need not be a mira- 
cle: and the experience ofa Christianized soul— 
of a soul bared to all the influences of God’s 
special Revelations—who shall limit and who 
shall define? Let such a soul retire awhile into 
itself—leaving outward sights and sounds, aud 
othcr men’s voices and thoughts—and commune 
with itself and with its Almighty Parent—pon- 
dering well its positive sinfulness and its possi- 
ble restoration—then truly as it travels into the 
Past and the Future—the everywkere Infinite— 
it may well seem soon that the world has dropt 
from under it, and that it has no standing place 
in space or time; yea, let it but once feel true com- 
munion with Him who is Pure Spirit—worship- 
ping Him, even but for a moment, in spirit and 
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in truth,—and then assuredly such an one on 
returning to his ordinary state will testify, that 
he has been the subject of emotions which tran- 
scend expression, and that whether the while he 
has been in the body or out of the body he can- 
not tell. And thus I conceive it may have been 
sometimes with Savanarola; and if so, who are 
we that we should judge him?” 

Does not a far higher philosophy, in relation 
to spiritual manifestations, breathe through this 
passage, (so apposite to the case before us) than 
in the sneering tone adopted by Lord Macau- 
lay? 

"seeding that we may safely pass from the 
subject of “ visions ’"—-you will remember that 
in the previous lecture, we adverted to the early 
spiritual exercises of George Fox; and it will 
not be necessary to say more respecting them 
here, than invite you to contrast the manner in 
which Lord Macaulay speaks of them, with that 
of J. B. Marsden, M.A., in his History of the 
Later Puritans. Marsden says— 

: ‘ ‘In appearance he (Fox) was 
a simple youth in humble circumstances, remark- 
able from his youth for strict veracity, and a 
solitary life. At twenty his relations would 
have had him married; but he replied he was 
but a lad and must get wisdom. They urged 
him to join the parliamentary army ; but though 
the bravest man in England perhaps, if moral 
courage is bravery, he detested the business of a 
soldier. Far other thoughts possessed his mind. 
He had been religiously educated by Puritan 
parents of the Church of England, and he was 
now awakening to the consideration of his eter- 
nal state. A young man of one and twenty, 
aroused to a contemplation of his future being, 
and withdrawn by the instant pressure of a world 
unseen, from the opening charms of life and its 
joyous prospects, presents a scene of moral gran- 
deur with which the man who is unaffected must 


rank amongst the depraved or the brutish of his 
kind.”’ 
(To be continued.) 


—_———_>—399—-______—_ 


TRUE MINISTRY. 


QO, feel Zife in your ministry ; let life be your 
commission, your well-spring and treasury, in 
all such occasions; else, you well know, there 
can be no begetting to God; since nothing can 
quicken or make people alive to God, but the 
hfe of God: and it must be a ministry in and 
from life, that enlivens any people to God. 

We have seen the fruit of all other ministers 
by the few that are turned from the evil of their 
ways. It is not our parts or memory, the repe- 
tition of former openings, in our own will and 
time, that will do God’s work. A dry, doctri- 
nal ministry, however sound in words, can reach 
but the ear, and is but a dream at the best: 
there is another soundness, that is soundest of 
all, viz. “ Christ the power of God.” 

This is ‘“‘the key of David, that opens, and 
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none shuts ; and shuts, and none can open :” as 
the oil to the lamp, and the soul to the body, so 
is that to the best of words. Which made 
Christ to say, “ My words, they are spirit, and 
they are life ;” that is, they are from life, and 
therefore they make you alive, that receive them. 
If the disciples, that had lived with Jesus, were 
to stay at Jerusalem, till they received it, much 
more must we wait to receive before we minis- 
ter, if we will turn people from darkness to 
light, and from Satan’s power to God. I fer- 
vently bow my knees to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that you may always be 
like-minded, that you may ever wait reverently 
for the coming and opening of the word of life, 
and attend upon it in your ministry and service, 
that you may serve God in his Spirit. 

And be it little, or be it much, it is well ; for 
much is not teo much, and the least is enough, 
if from the motion of God’s Spirit; and without 
it, verily, never so little is too much, because to 
no profit. 

For it is the Spirit of the Lord immediately, 
or through the ministry of his servants, that 
teacheth his people to profit; and, to be sure, 
so far as we take Him along with us in our ser- 
vices, so far we are profitable, and no farther, 
For if it be the Lord that must work all things 
in us for our salvation, much more is it the 
Lord that must work in us for the conversion of 
others. 

If, therefore, it was once a cross to us to 
speak, though the Lord required it at our hands; 
let it never he so to be si/ent, when he does not. 
—Penn’s Rise and Progress. 





A FEW WORDS ON OUTWARD ADORNING. 


Dear Sisters in Christ Jesus our Lord,—Is it 
not your earnest wish to live to Christ? do you 
not long in everything to follow Him ? and would 
you not gladly own, that nothing is too great to 
sacrifice for Him? And yet how often do you 
sigh, because you find your walk and ways are 
so unworthy of His name! how often does that 
ery go up to heaven, ‘“ O that I could leave all, 
and do thy will alone !”” 

Then need I ask you to bear with me while 
I speak to you of a Christian’s dress? Has not 
our Lord, in boundless grace, told us the way in 
which He loves to see His people dressed? and 
will you say, it matters not, or that on this point, 
at least, we may judge for ourselves? Think 
what a grief it must be to our holy, gracious God, 
to see His precious blood-bought ones arrayed 
like those who know Him not! Has He not 
said, “ Be not conformed to this world?” and 
should we not, by our quiet, inexpensive attire, 
declare that our citizenship is in heaven ! 

Dear sisters, do ponder these plain and simple 
words: “I will, therefore, that women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefuced- 
ness and sobriety; not with broidered hair, or 


gold, or pearls, or costly array; but (which be- 
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cometh women professing godliness) with good 
works.” (1 Tim. ii. 9, 10.) Should He not 
have the first place? Should not His voice be 
attended to rather than relatives or friends? 
Is it hard to give up man’s worthless praise ? 
Would you not cheerfully bear reproach and 
blame for the true delight of pleasing Christ, the 
joy of His approving smile? Then listen to 
His word; take up your cross in this, and do 
not be deterred because on every side you see 
His people disobey His plain command. 

“ But,” you may say, “ I must dress according 
to my station.” Dear sisters, does your Lord 
say so? Look again. ‘Not in costly array— 
in modest apparel.” Are not these His direc- 
tions to those who love Him? Then does a gay 
bonnet or an expensive dress become one who 
belongs to Christ, who should be a stranger and 
pilgrim here, and one speaking in every word 
and act of her heavenly hopes and joys? Is it 
to your Saviour’s praise that an assembly of real 
believers should look like the world? or that in 
a mixed assembly there should be no outward 
difference to mark the child of God? or should 
the unconverted be able to say, with a sneer, of 
some one seeking to lead them to Jesus, * I am 
sure she was dressed enough?’ Will you thus 
cause the enemy to mistrust your profession, or 
say of God’s beloved people, that they talk, but 
do not act. If in other things you fail, might 
you not at least obey in this ? 

“Oh,” you may say, “ Why make a fuss 
about such a trifle’?” Dear sisters, will you call 
that small in which the Lord gives you an oppor- 
tunity of proving your love and obedience to 
Him ? - Is it not a thing within the reach of all 
—of the babe in Christ as well as the most ad- 
vanced ? and must not your heart be indeed un- 
true, if you turn away your eur, and say, you 
will please yourself ? 
Jesus on you, and learn how He would 
have you dress! Listen to His entreat- 
ing word: ‘“ Whose adorning, let it not be 
that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and 
of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel ; 
but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in 
that which is not corruptible, even the ornament 
of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight 
of God of great price.” (1 Pet. iii. 3,4.) Are 
you not willing to give up much for those you 
really love ? and is your love to Christ so small, 
your heart so cold, that in a thing like this you 
will not try to please Him? Do you call this 
bondage ? and would you rather be yoked with 
unbelievers than seek to obey your Saviour? 
Oh, should not the love of Christ constrain you 
to take up your cross in this? Should it not 
be your delight and joy to do His blessed 
will ? 

But perhaps you say, “I cannot believe the 
Lord would have His people peculiar or eccen- 
tric in their dress.” No, dear sisters, no; His 
words are these, ‘In modest apparel, with 


Oh, take the yoke of 
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shamefacedness and sobriety ;’ so He would 
have you plain and inexpensive, but not eccen- 
tric ; and whilst striving to obey your Lord, you 
should avoid what would attract unnecessary at- 
tention. If other Christians disobey, then why 
should you? If almost all are guided by the 
fashions of the day, and few look to see what 
Jesus says, think how it must rejoice His heart 
to see one here and there, who treasures up His 
words, makes them her only guide, and feels, 
whatever man may say, her dress shall be such 
as becomes a child of God. They niay be ignor- 
ant, but you are not ; for in this tract the Lord 
has shown you what is right. 

Think of the angels looking down on those 
whom Christ has died to save. What must their 
judgment be of one dressed like the world? 
Must not the gay attire, ur costly dress, be in 
their eyes a badge of disobedience? Oh, what 
a blot are those things put on for ornament! 
W hat a disgrace to go from place to place, and, 
by your dress, to tell to all, “I do not care to 
please the Lord.’ Qh, could you see it as the 
angels do, the things you glory in would be your 
shame, and those you have loved so well you 
would cast away, and feel, “I cannot bear to 
wear them now.” 

Do you say, “T love it still, and it would be 
hypocrisy to give it up.’ Then cast yourself 


betore the Lord, and tell your sin to Him; ask 


Him to root it from your heart, and to give you 
strength to do His will. What! will you feed 
the sin you love? go on and narture it, and say 
you will not give it up until it dies? No, no; 
deny yourself in this ; and while you cleanse your 
hands, seek grace from Him to purify your heart 
as well. 

Another says, “I always dress plainly. when 
I can; but I often go to places with my friends, 
where I could not conform to these rules.” Dear 
sister, you may be sure of this, that anywhere 
where you must disobey the Lord, is not the 
place for you. Has He not said, “ Come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, and touch 
not the unclean thing” ? (2 Cor. vi. 17.) Then 
yield yourself to Him, and from this time resolve 
His words shall be your guide, and, come what 
will, that you will follow Him. Fear not re- 
proach or blame; your Saviour will be near, 
aod His approving smile will make amends for 
all you suffer here. 

Oh, remember that Jesus ‘gave himself for 
us, that He might deliver us from this present 
evil world, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.” He appeals 
to our affections, and tendeily entreats us to 
present our bodies a living sacrifice to Him: in 
boundless grace He opens the gates of heayen 
to us, and tells us, that where our treasure is, 
there our heart will be also: then He again re- 
minds us, that we are not our own, that our bodies 
are the temples of the Holy Ghost : with faith- 
ful love He presses His own blessed claim upon 
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us, seeks to shame us out of our ingratitude, and it may do to preach peace doctrines in times of 
to constrain us to give up all for Him. | quietness, but it will not do now; people have 
Oh, let us think who it is that speaks—our | no confidence in such principles in a crisis like 
Lord, our Saviour! that holy, gracious one, | this. 
“who, though He was rich, for our sakes be-| Dear friends, how it behoves us to make good 
came poor, that we, through His poverty, might | our profession to the world ; showing forth full 
be rich.” Dear sisters, let His voice of love| confidence and faith in God, who said by His 
prevail! Cast every idol far away ; and let it} son that whosoever believed on him should not 
ever be your joy to walk worthy of His name!) perish, but have everlasting life. “My king- 
your one endeavor to “glorify Him in your | dom is not of this world: if my kingdom were 
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body and in your spirit, which are His.” 

Farewell, dear sisters. May the Lord, in His 
abounding grace, lay His hand of love upon you, 
and so strengthen you, that in this, as in every- 
thing, you may joyfully seek to obey and follow | 
Him; and, with Christian love, 

Believe me, 
Yours affectionately in Him, 
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of this world then would my servants fight.” 
Let us ever bear in mind that if we are His 
disciples indeed, we have no need of carnal 
weapons, but shall be girt about with the sword 
of the spirit ; for we understand that the weap- 
ons of the Christian are not carnal but spiritual, 
and mighty through God to the pulling down 
of the strong holds of sin. Having ourselves 
thus equipped ; our feet shod with the prepara- 
tion of the Gospel of peace ; having on the breast- 
plate of righteousness, and a firm hold of the 





During a conversation upon religious sub- staff of faith, we are then prepared, not only 
jects, a friend asked the question, ‘Is it not, tgive an answer for the hope that is in us, but 
mystical to endeavor to ‘take no thought’ of to carry out the apostolic declaration of ‘ wrest- 





our own, when waiting in silent worship ?” 






in the following sonnet : 


H. 






WORSHIP. 


Can my unhallowed hands the offering fire, 
That on the altar of my heart is laid ? 

Shall my feet run in search of earthly bread, 
When for pure manna God hath taught desire ? 
Were heaven shut like brass, perchance we might 
As creatures wrestle with our black despair : 
But in His face there shines perpetual light, 
Who on His cross our penance deigned to bear. 
Our daily bread He giveth when He will ; 

His voice of love is best in silence heard. 

So, lest I miss some life-bestowing word, 

Low at His feet I bid my heart lie still. 
Cumbered with many thoughts I’ll be no more ; 
But listen, lest He waiteth at the door. 


Cee eae 
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“BE YE FAITHFUL.” 





ling not against flesh and blood, but against 


An attempt to answer this question resulted , principalities, against powers, against the rulers 


of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.” 

“From whence come wars and fightings 
among you? Come they not hence, even of 
your lusts that war in your members? ye lust, 
and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and 
cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have 
not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume 
it upon your lusts.” 

Are we then not bound to acknowledge that 
as there is truth in the testimony of the inspired 
penman, all wars and fightings come from 
the wisdom of the world, which is earthly and 
sensual, which gendereth bitter envying and 
strife in the hearts of the children of this world ; 
which causes them to glory, and lie against the 
truth. For where envying and strife is, there 
is confusion and every evil work. ‘“ But the 


_ If we prove ourselves to be that cross-bear-| wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
ing people we profess to be, we will have to| peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full 
watch all our goings in and out before men; all | of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 









our conversation and conduct will bave to be 
such as will not show to the world, that we savor 
the things that be of men more than the things 
that be of God: else undoubtedly we shall re- 
ceive the rebuke that Peter did when he, trust- 
Ing, as Our government does at this time, in the 
wisdom of man and the arm of flesh for protec- 
tion in times of peril, was told by the Saviour 
himself, “get thee behind me, Satan, for thou 
art an offence unto me ; thou savorest the things 
that be of men more than the things that be of 
God.” 

Let the query come close home to every mind : 
—What will our peace principles be worth to us 
or to the world, if they do not stand good in the 
day of conflict as at the present? Oh! says one, 

















without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteous- 
ness is sown in peace of them that make peace.” 

How necessary it is for all who claim an in- 
terest in and under the peaceable reign and gov- 
ernment of the Messiah to have a zealous watch 
over themselves that they show not the friend- 
ship of the world; that they come not thereby 
tobe the enemies of God. For, says the Apostle, 
“know ye not that the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God? Whosoever, therefore, 
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of 
God.” 

As we come to be crucified to the world and 
the lust thereof, by giving place to king Im- 
manuel’s reign in our hearts, we will no doubt 
experience an earnest desiring in humble petition 
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that the effusion of blood might be stayed ; and 
that the day would be hastened when the swords 
should be beaten into plowshares, and the spears 
into pruning-hooks, and that nation should 
not lift upon sword against nation, neither learn 
War any more. 

When “the wolf also shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid ; and the calf, and the young lion, and the 
fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. When they shall not hurt nor destroy in 
all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea.” G. A. H. 

Pleasant Plain, Jowa. 
























































Extracts from the Minutes of Western Yearly 
Meeting of Friends, held at Plainfield, Hen- 
dricks County, Ind., Ninth month 16th, 1861. 


(Concladed from page 215.) 


Union Quarterly Meeting High School.— 
Union Branch reported that their Quarterly 
Meeting had built, by voluntary subscriptions, 
a substantial two-story brick school house, and 
opened a school under the above title. It has 
been attended the past year by sixty-six stu- 
dents. The grade of studies has been of a high 
order. The order and progress have been gener. 
ally satisfactory. 

By direction of the Committee, at a meeting 
held Ninth month 17th, 1861. 

Joun NeEwtin, Clerk. 

It being proposed that a General Committee 


be organized similar to the General Commit- 
tee on Education, for the establishment of First- 























































































































Scriptural reading, and that the Committee on 
Education be released from this branch of its 
service, the meeting having considered the sub- 
ject, unites in appointing the following Friends 
to report, as way may open for it, a plan for the 






































Friends to constitute such a Committee, viz :— 
[Names omitted. ] 

The Committee having charge of the concerns 
of the people of color have made the following 
report, which is satisfactory to the meeting. 
The Committee were continued, and encour- 





























these people, and report next year. 








REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CONCERNS OF THE 
PEOPLE OF COLOR. 


To the Yearly Meeting now sitting:— 


Satisfactory reports have been received from 
all the branch meetings, by which it appears 
that the several committees have been engaged 
the past year in endeavoring to encourage 
schools and promote their moral and social con- 
dition. 

Ans. 1. There are in our limits about 446 
colored families. 



























































1 year, 3 for 5 months, and 6 for 2 
each. 


day Scripture schools and for the promotion of 


management of the concern, and the names of 


aged to prosecute their labors for the relief of 
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2d. No. of individuals 2289. Professors of 


religion 444. 


3d. No. of adults 955. 
4th. No. between 6 and 21 years of age, 882. 


No. been to school, 318. 


5th. No. of schools 11 Time of continuance, 


1 for 83 months, 1 for 7 moaths, 1 for 6 
mouths, 6 for 3 months, and 1 for 24 
all taught by colored persons. 
number in attendance 275. 
Spelling, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geog- 
raphy, English Grammar, Algebra, History, 
Composition and Natural Philosophy. 


months— 
W hole average 
Branches taught: 


6th. Number that can read and write, 545, 


and a considerable number are further ad- 
vanced. 


7th. Number of First-day schools, 12—3 for 
months 
Number in attendance, 346. 

Sth. Sum paid by Friends for their assist- 


ance, $57 55. 


9th. Most of the colored families have been 


visited by our committees to good satisfaction. 
About one-third of them own sowe real estate, 
and most of them appear industrious in trying 
to improve their condition in life, and to edu- 
cate their children, and are of good moral char- 
acter, and have a Bible in their families. 


But 
there are some that are very poor and destitute, 


and their families should be special objects of 
our commiseration and encouragement. 


Taken from the Minutes of the Committee. 

JAMES Kersey, Clerk. 
The Friends appointed last year, in aid of the 
Friends in North Carolina, in discharging their 
Boarding School indebtedness, have produced 
the following report, which is satisfactory. The 
Committee were continued to have charge of the 
subject the ensuing year, and to forward such 
contributions as they may receive, as directed 
last year, and report to next Yearly Meet- 


ing.—[The amount raised the past year was 
$610 57.) 


Sixth-day Morning. —The committee appoint- 
ed yesterday on an organization of a First-day 
Scripture School Committee, Xc., have reported 
as follows: The report is approved and adopted, 
and the Friends named appointed, and our Sub- 
ordinate Meetings were directed to attend to 
carrying out the concern as specified in the re- 
port, and said committee is to conduct its pro- 
ceedings as there directed, and report to this 
meeting annually. 

The Committee appointed to digest a plan for 
an organization on the subject of First-day 
Scripture School Instruction, unite in proposing 
the following: 

1. That the Yearly Meeting appoint, out of 
its own body, a standing committee of men and 
women Friends, to be called the General Com- 
mittee for the Promotion of First-day Scripture 
School Instruction, the members of which may 
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be continued or re-appointed from year to year, 
as the meeting may see fit, and meet once a 
year at Plainfield, on Fourth-day evening, at 6 
o'clock, each Yearly Meeting. 

2. That the Quarterly Meetings be recom- 
mended to appoint a suitable number of men 
and women Friends, to be called the Branch 
Committee for the Promotion of First-day Scrip- 
ture School Instruction, and meet at least twice 
each year, and as much oftener as they see fit; 
each branch to have its Clerk, and make regular 
reports, and send Representatives to the Gene- 
ral Committee. 

3. That the Monthly Meetings also be recom- 
mended to appoint each its committee, to have 
the special charge of the subject within its 
limits, such as the setting up, promoting and 
superintending of First-day Scripture Schools, 
and meet as often as they may see fit to do so. 

4. The Monthly Meeting’s Committee to 
make report to the Branches, the Branches to 
the General Committee, and the General Com- 
mittee to the Yearly Meeting, each committee 
to report to the meeting which appointed it, at 
least once a year. The General and Branch 
Committees to have the privilege of visiting any 
subordinate meeting, school or committee. 

5. That all committees, teachers, superin- 
tendents and those interested in the promotion 
of First day Scripture School Instruction, be re- 
quested to meet with each of the committees 
within their respective limits, as members 
thereof, and participate in their deliberations. 

6. The Monthly Meeting’s Committee to 
make specific report on the following points to 
the Branch Committee ; the Branch Committee 
to the General Committee, and the General 
Committee to the Yearly Meeting, to wit: 

1. What number of First-day Scripture 
Schools under the superintendence of commit- 
tees of Monthly Meetings ? 

2. Time of their continuance? 

3. What vumber of pupils in attendance? 

4. How many are Friends ? 

5. How many Friends’ children that do not 
attend such schools ? 

6. How many meetings of Friends in which 
there is no school? 

7. How many classes, and how many teach- 
ers engaged ? 

8. How many heads of families attend such 
schools, and participate in the exercises ? 

9. What number are receiving instruction in 
the infant classes? 

10. How many First-day school libraries, and 
how many volumes in each?—[Names of Com- 
mittee omitted. ] 

The Committee having charge of the subject 
of the aid, civilization, &c., of Indian Tribes, 
have made report as follows, which is satisfac- 
tory to the meeting. The Comwittee were con- 
tinued and encouraged to aid the Kansas tribe 
as suggested, and the Treasurer was directed to 
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pay to their order $75, and they are to report 
next year. 
To the Yeurly Meeting: 

Early after the inauguration of the present 
Administration of our General Government, our 
Executive Committee made application to the 
Indian Department for the control of the Educa- 
tional and Agricultural interests of the Kansas 
tribe of Indians. Early in the Fifth month a 
favorable reply was received from the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs, which also contained 
some instructions and suggestions as to the prop- 
er course for the Committee to pursue. After 
solid deliberation, the Committee was fully 
united in judgment that in order to move 
understandingly and efficiently in the matter, it 
would be necessary to send a deputation to 
Kansas to endeavor to make satisfactory ar- 
rangement with suitable Friends in that country 
to be appointed by the Government to constitute 
a Board to superintend these interests, subject 
to the control of the Indian Department of State, 
to present the matter before the Indian Agent, 
and give such other attention to matters con- 
nected with the interests of this tribe as circum- 
stances might indicate. Accordingly our 
friends James Kersey and Jeremiah Hadley 
were deputized to this service, who have made 
a full and satisfactory report; from which it ap- 
pears that after a conference with Friends of 
two Monthly Meetings in Kansas, and through 
the kind assistance of Friends in that country, 
they were enabled to make satisfactory arrange- 
ments with three Friends to be appointed said 
Board. After completing this arrangement 
they then proceeded, in company with two other 
Friends, to view the lands recently laid out 
into forty acre tracts, according to treaty stipu- 
lations, for the occupancy of the Indians. 

Much of the land they found to be of an infe- 
rior quality, without wood or water, and insuffi- 
cient for their comfort and accommodation. 

Three or four days were spent in visiting the 
Indians in their tents, examining their premises, 
&e., in all of which our kind Friend Thomas H. 
Stanley participated and gave much valuable as- 
sistance. 

On the evening of the fourth day after their 
arrival among the Indians, “ The Agent” re- 
cently appointed came on his first visit. After 
a kind reception, our deputation presented, in a 
written address to the Agent, the matters with 
which they were eutrusted. Also stating to him 
the condition of the Indian lands, with a sug- 
gestion that some addition from an unappro- 
priated part of the reserve be made before the 
allotments are confirmed, together with such 
other suggestions as they believed from their 
observation was to the interest of the Indians; 
in all of which, after consideration, he cordially 
concurred, and promised that he would use all 
his influence with the Indian Department to 
have their propositions carried out. 
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They, with the Agent, attended a Council of 
the Indians, which was large. They number at 
this time about nine hundred. After the Ageut 
had spoken, a number of Indians made speeches. 
They manifested gladness and gratitude for pro- 
visions and other good things which they had 
received from Government, but nearly all urged 
some complaint that they had waited long to 
have their lands assigned to them, so that they 
might have them to raise bread upon—that 
some of the land was not good, and Indians 
could not live upon it—that some of them were 
very poor, &c. 

Selection has been made of land for a Mis- 
sion Farm, and a contract had been made for 
the erection of school buildings, but were not 
carried forward. 

By information received from the Agent since 
the time of our departure, we learn that the 
whole matter has come to a stand, and that no 
improvements can be made at present, owing to 
the embarrassed condition of the Government. 
He also represented with regret that conse- 
quently much suffering must ensue to the In- 
dians the coming winter. 

The Committee was united in proposing to 
the Yearly Meeting that ($75) seventy-five dol- 
lars be appropriated for the use of this Commit- 
tee, to be applied for the benefit of the Kansas 
tribe of Indians, if way should open for it, in 
such manner as the Committee may in their dis- 
cretion see proper. 

Signed by direction of the Committee. 

JEREMIAH Hap tey, Clerk. 

Ninth month 18th, 1861. 


The Friends appointed at our first sitting to 
prepare Essays of Epistles to other Yearly 
Meetings, have produced one for London, Dub- 
lin, New England, New York, Baltimore, North 
Carolina, Ohio and Indiana Yearly Meetings 
each, which have been read, adopted, and di- 
rected to be recorded. 

Whilst engaged in deliberation upon subjects 
deeply important to the religious welfare of our 
Society, we have been sensible of the presence 
and help of the Great Head of the Church, and 
under a sense of His uniting love we have been 
able to transact the business before us in much 
harmony and condescension. We now separate 
in this love, to meet again next year, if consist- 
ent with the Divine will. 

BARNABAS C. Hoss, Clerk. 


of America, on account of the sufferings to 
which they may be exposed by reason of the 
political dissensions that prevail in that land. 
We view with much alarm the fearful indica- 
tions of national strife which threaten the peace 
and prosperity of that country; and it is our 
heartfelt desire that, if consistent with the Di- 
vine will, the sword may be stayed, the horrors 
of civil war be averted, and a peaceful solution 
of the present difficulties be effected. In the 
trials and perplexities which may attend our 
dear Friends in maintaining inviolate their tes- 
timony to the bevign character of the Christian 
dispensation, and against the inherent wicked- 
ness and impolicy of the system of slavery that 
prevails in a portion of their country, we desire 
their encouragement, and trust that, as they 
abide in the fear of the Lord, and in the meek- 
ness of heavenly wisdom, they will know their 
confidence to be in Him, and be enabled faith- 
fully and patiently to endure whatever suffer- 
ings may be permitted to attend them. 

A copy of this minute, signed by the Clerk, 
to be sent to each of the Yearly Meetings in 
America, or where these are not likely soon to 
occur, to the Meetings for Sufferings of any of 
said meetings. 

THomas Waite Jacop, Clerk. 
Henry Russet, Correspondent. 
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PHILADELPHIA, TWELFTH MO. 14, 1861. 


Tue AMERICAN ANNUAL Moniror.—The 
prompt attention of Clerks and Correspondents 
of Monthly Meetings within the limits of all our 
Yearly Meetings, is earnestly solicited to the Cir- 
cular in this paper, from Friends in New York, 
relative to the early report of all deaths which 
have occurred in our Society, during the year 
1861. No delay should occur after the close 
of the present month. The object of the publi- 
cation cannot be fully reached unless a full and 
correct return be made of every death, with the 
age of each individual. 

Annual statements of this character have been 
furnished in England and Ireland for many 


pee 2 years, and Friends there have thus been enabled, 
MINUTE OF DUBLIN YEARLY MEETING, |i» addition to the moral and religious influence 
1861. 


of the publication of the Annual Monitor, to es- 
tablish an Association of great value to the mem - 
bers. We allude to the “ Friends’ Provident 
Institution,” or ‘A Mutual Assurance Associa- 
tion for the Society of Friends and those con- 
rected therewith.” It has been found that the 
average age of deceased English and Irish 


At a Yearly Meeting of Friends in Ireland, held 
in Dublin by adjournments from the 29th of 
the Fourth month, to the 4th of the Fifth month, 
inclusive, 1861. 
37th Minute. This meeting has been intro- 

duced into feelings of near and tender sympathy 

with our beloved brethren in the United States 











Friends is much beyond that of persons who 
die in the community at large, and hence in ef- 
fecting Life Assurances in this Institution, the 


calculations for premiums are founded upon a 
different basis from that of other Life Insurance 
Companies. The average age of our members 
who die in a single year in Great Britain and 
Ireland is rarely less than 52 years; and the 
average for several years is nearly 53 years. In 
1859-60, while the total number of deaths did 
not exceed that of former years, there was an in- 
crease in the rate of mortality among the elder 
class, which brought the average age up to 55 
years and 8 months. 

It may be interesting to many of our readers 
to learn that the income of Friends’ Provident 
Institution in 1860 was over £80,000 sterling, 
equal to $400,000. The disbursements were 
about £50,000, and the amount of the accumu 
lated Fund was equal to three millions of Dollars. 
The number of policies in force was 3,390. 

Being mutual in its character, this institution 
makes an occasional division of profits among 
the members, by which additions are made to 
the sums originally assured on policies, or re- 
ductions made on the premiums originally pay- 
able. 

We do not know of any present prospect of 
establishing such an association in this country, 
although it may be very desirable. The direct 
and immediate objects in publishing the Annual 
Monitor, are of sufficient interest and importance 
to justify the application made in the Circular, 
and we hope it will receive timely attention. 


int 

To ouR AGENTS AND SuBsCRIBERS.—With 
our last number, we entered the second quarter 
of volume Fifteen, and it was gratifying to find 
that, notwithstanding the unsettled state of our 
country, which has greatly lessened the circula- 
tion of some periodicals and caused the suspen- 
sion of others, our subscription list had been 
considerably cxtended—not sufficient, however, 
to make up the number lost, for the present, in 
Virginia, N. Carolina and Tennessee. 

Our Agents may be reminded that new sub- 
scribers can commence at such time as they pre- 
fer in the volume, and we hope continued exer- 
tions will be made to extend the circulation of 
the Review. 


a oe 


Marniep, at Friends’ meeting, Norwich, C. W., on 
the 13th of Sixth month last, Samuz. Pecknaw, of 
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New Hartford, N. Y., to Saran Tatcat Barker, of 
Norwich. 


Marriep, at Friends’ meeting, Norwich, C. W., on 
the 16th of Tenth month last, Wittram S. Barker, to 
Mary M. Gitta, both of Norwich Monthly Meeting. 


———, at Friends’ meeting, New Hartford, 10th 
mo. 5th, Jesse Stover, of Norwich, C. W., to Lypia 
Haxgs, of the former place. 


——_—__—_+—~ee—- 


Diep, in Norwich, C. W., Third month last, Mary 
Bartoy, Widow of the late David Barton. 


, at his brother’s residence, in Sixth month 


last, ZEPHANIAH Sirtoy, a member of Norwich Month- 
ly Meeting. 








, at the residence of her son-in-law, John H. 
Cornell, in South Norwich, Canada West, on the 15th 
of 5th mo., 1861, MArGARE?, wife of Crowel Webster, 
inthe 71st yearof herage. She was the daughter of 
David and Phebe Vail of New Jersey, members of 
our religious society, who were rightly concerned for 
the welfare of their children. In early life she gave 
heed to the ‘‘silent monitor,’ and the religious 
impressions then formed upon her youthful mind, 
gave a tone to her character through the long years 
of her useful life, every day of which was an evi- 
dence that she had been with Christ, and felt the 
sanctifying influence of redeeming love. In the year 
1817, she removed with her husband and family, 
and settled within the limits of Norwich Monthly 
Meeting, which meeting she served in the capacity 
of an overseer for several years, and was then ap- 
pointed an elder, which station she adorned and was 
eminently fitted for, as the whole tenor of her life 
proved that the ruling principle with her was love 
and good will to all. To friends in the ministry she 
was a sympathizer and fellow-traveller, and many 
weary pilgrims were by her cheered on their way. 
The doors of her home were ever open to the 
stranger, and the messengers of the Gospel, the de- 
voted laborers in the vineyard of the Lord, were 
heartily welcomed there. In the removal of this dear 
friend, we feel that we have lost a ‘‘mother in 
Israel.”? Through a protracted illness, attended with 
much bodily suffering, she manifested great patience 
and resignation, often saying, there was not a cloud 
in the way, and when the summons came for her at 
last, she received it with joy, and passed quietly 
away, her parting exhortation to sorrowing children 
and friends, surrounding her death-bed, being, 
‘* May you all die the death of the righteous,’’ and 
then, as her friends reverently believe, she passed op 
in the bright prospect of a happy eternity. 





, near Mount Pleasant, Jefferson county, Ohio, 
5th of 3d month, 1861, Jesse PARKER, in the 76th 
year of his age, a member of Short Creek Monthly 
Meeting, and Mount Pleasant Particular meeting. 

This dear friend had long been afflicted, but was 
favored to bear his protracted suffering with exem- 
plary patience and Christian resignation, saying a 
few hours before his death, he was willing to go. 
We have the consolation of believing his end was 
peace. 

—, in the town of Western, Oneida county, New 
York, on the 3d of 12th mo., 1861, Carnie M., 
youngest daughter of Josephand Ruth 8. Hill, aged 
1 year, 8 months, and 10 days, a member of Western 
Monthly Meeting of Friends. 


——~ ——_ + 08+ 


An adjourned meeting of The Institute for Colored 
Youth, will be held at the Institution, on Lombard 
st. above Seventh st., on Second-day the 16th inst., 
at 4 P. M., to consider the propriety of changing the 
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time for holding the annual meeting of the Corpora- 
tion. 
+9 


CIRCULAR. 
AMERICAN ANNUAL MONITOR. 


The time for the issue of the fifth number of the 
**American Annual Monitor’? being near at hand, 
the Committee, while expressing the obligations they 
feel to their correspondents who have heretofore 
aided them, would remind them that they are now 
depending on their kind co-operation. 

An early report is needed from each Monthly 
Meeting of every death that has occurred during the 
year 1861. They would also much desire that the 
sketches which may be sent to them of our departed 
friends, would not so exclusively dwell on the closing 
scenes of life, but, whenever possible, should embrace 
incidents of interest in its course, and also detail the 
circumstances under which sound Christian character | 
has teen formed and maintained, and the practical 
evidences of living faith in Christ. 

Accounts are also invited of the lives and closing 
circumstances of even little children, when they 
are of an instructive character. Such narratives, when | 
not mere eulogies, would render the volume attrac- | 
tive to young persons, and would greatly promote its 
usefulness. 

Communications may be addressed to 

MarsHatt, Dickinson & Co., 83 Beekman St., N. Y. | 

Witu1am Woop, 389 Broadway, N. Y., or 

Rosert Linpitey Murray, 35 Broadway, N. Y. 


a 








For Friends’ Review. 


TO FRIENDS INTERESTED IN FIRST-DAY SCHOOLS. 


May not some of us who have undertaken to 
teach children in the Scriptures, find well- 
fuunded encouragement in the reflection that, 
although our call or impulse may bave been gen- 
tle, it is none the less a high and holy calling. 

Those were gentle agencies to which the 
Lord, in the language of Svlomon, appealed to 
cause the spices of his garden to flow out. 

And may not the north and south wind repre- 
seut the varied and almost opposing providences 
which cause believers to produce fruit to His 
praise, who worketh all in them? 

Few of us have, through educational blind- 
ness, wilfully destroyed, as did Paul, that faith 
which now we hold. And few indeed may 
expect a call to such great services for the 
Church. 

Therefore we may vainly look for the “ great 
light at noon-day above the brightness of the 
sun” to disclose our humbler path ; and happy 
will it be for us if the gentler calls of grace are 
early recognized. 

As to the propriety, however, of becoming 
teachers, let us not dictate to any nor generalize 
too much. Such a practice has surely had a 
disastrous effect heretofore upon the religious 
body to which we belong—a Society which orig- 
inated in a recognition of the individual right 
and neceasity of Christian liberty for believers. 
And we may well consider this, lest the same 
spirit of error, although developed in an almost 
opposite furm, may, in our case also, hinder the 
Lord’s own work. 
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Yet we would ask whether the great field fer 


Scriptural instruction ever open before us, does 
not now, in the providence of God, present some 
of the most obvious and imperative calls for the 
energies of youth. 

Having been awakened personally to add to 
our kiowledge of the promises of Scripture, 
faith in them, and having become partakers 
thereof, however slightly, we would add to our 
faith, virtue. And finding at our doors an un- 
oceupie! corner of the great heart of childhood 
—-unoccupied save by an enemy with his tares 
—if we endeavor in simplicity to till this soil, 
with the willing service of a son who labors for 
love, albeit he knows that he will be advantaged 
thereby, shall we not again add to our virtue, 
knowledge, and to knowledge, temperance, and 
to temperance, patience, and all those other 
graces which, when they abound in any, com- 
plete the Christian character, and ‘‘ make you 
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

He that in simplicity undertakes to teach 
children what he has himself learned from the 
blessed Bible, will seldom do harm, if he do not 
any or much good. And we may well believe 
that the neglect of this or some similar work for 
others wherein the heart may receive a like dis- 
cipline, will continue to result as it has in many 
who have once known a saving faith, yet who 
have, in the Apostle’s expressive language, be- 
come “ blind and cannot see afar off, and have 
forgotten that they were purged from their old 
sins.” 

‘Teaching, we learn; and giving, we retain 

The births of intellect’’— 
whether in the language of inspiration or not: 
and with no higher motive than this, the First- 
day school teacher realizes ample repayment for 
his labors. 

Yet although this is so, and one who confesses 
to himself no higher aim will not, we believe, 
lose his reward, we would now uphold a far 
superior standard,—even a living desire to do 
the will of our Lord, and to bear such fruit to 
His praise as He calls for and enables Let 
this be the aim of every one of us, and let us 
look unto Him continually, and away from our- 
selves, that the ability to labor, the patience, and 
the effects, may all be recognized as His. Thus 
we will not be discouraged by slow progress, nor 
elated by success: but while the will of God is 
done we may have an abiding peace. And in 
what better state could we be to receive and fol- 
low His call to other service ? 

We hope there is dawning upon our Society 
a better day, and we are not among those who 
fear too great activity in the Christian life. Let 
those who hold the purest faith abound also the 
more ‘in every good word and work.” 

Perhaps some who will read this article are to 
lead in this blessed movement. To these we 
would express the desire that the spirit of power 
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and of love and of a sound mind may ever rule 
in them. It may truly be said by the living 
Church that ‘ God hath saved us, and called us 
with a holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began,”—completely s-tting at nought the 
willing and running of the creature, and exalting 
the Lord’s will alone, which, as Paul continues, 
“is now made manifest by the appearing of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, 
and hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel.” Most clearly do such of 
these as are in our Society profess that their 
righteousness is of Him: that truly 


**God doth not need 
Either man’s work, or his own gifts ; who best 
Bear his mild yoke, they serve Him best.’’ 


And thus it must ever be. For if in “ the pur- 
pose of God according to election” the standard 
of acceptance is ‘‘ not of works, but of Him that 
calleth,” they surely glorify Him most who are 
most careful to know the voice of His good Spirit 
and labor only in agreement therewith. 


Works wrought in the obedience of faith are | 


God’s works, and therefore good. They bring 
honor to Him alone, and the instrument has that 
which cometh from God only, and bringeth no 
snare with it. 

In the apprehension of the writer there are 
but two classes of zealous Christians,— they who 
endeavor to do the will of God from the heart 
and they who partake more or less culpably, in | 
the spirit of an Israelite who said ‘* Come with | 
me, and see my zeal for the Lord,” while it was | 
testified that he “took no heed to walk in the. 
law of the Lord God of Israel with all his heart.” 
The first step toward fellowship with the latter | 
company is taken by those who lower their aim, 
in religious labor for others, to “doing good” | 
with the hope that their labors may prove ac- 
ceptable and be blessed with co-operating grace. 

In thus writing, let us not be understood to 
discourage any. We do indeed want zealous 
Christians. But let us all be encouraged to 
look again at the standard of our Captain, where 
isinscribed the loving regulation of “ prev-nting” 
grace, “ When he putteth forth his own sheep, 
he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice!’ In the divine economy, 


no one goeth to the warfare at his own charges. ' 


Let us not then, dear brethren, when aroused 


to a more living faith, and listening with the, 


earnestness of redeemed sinners to the Saviour’s 
injunction, “ Pray ye the Lord of the harvest 
that he would send forth more laborers inte his 
harvest,” or to the more personal language, 


“ Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit,’’—let us not rob Him of the glory of 
His work ‘by attempting to do it for him, nor 
ourselves of the gift of grace by refusing to 
P, 


watch for its gentlest whispers. 
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For Friends’ Review. 


CHRISTIANITY IN WALES. 


We find the following important statement 
respecting religious professors in Wales, in the 
London Friend’s review of a recent volume, by 
Thomas Rees, entitled “ History of Protestant 
Non-conformity in Wales, from its rise to the 
present time.” 


The moral and social condition of the Princi- 
pality of Wales is replete with instruction to all 
who are interested in the progress of evangelical 
truth and voluntary Christianity. For a long 
time after the establishment of the Protestant 
religion in England, that part of the country was 
abandoned to total neglect. Darkness covered 
the land, and gross darkness the people. In 
spite of what is called a “national” church, 
which professed to have a “cure of souls” in 
every parish, the inhabitants were suok in a 
state of ignorance and immorality that was ap- 
palling. And in that state they might have 


,| continued to this day, for all that those officially 


charged with their religious instruction seemed 
to care. For when it pleased Providence to 
‘awaken in the hearts of a few godly and earnest 
men, a feeling of compassion for the desolate 
condition of their countrymen, and a desire to 
extend to them spiritual succor, they were met 
with the most resolute re-istance, which, when 
they persevered in their course, was carried to 





. | the extent of a bitter and prolonged persecution. 


In spite of all this, however, the word of God so 
| mightily prevaile, that by the labors of these 
| faithful evangelists, the whole Prinvipality has 
become more thoroughly pervaded with the 
| leaven of Christian influence than, perbaps, any 
country in the world. It is estimated that with- 
|in the last fifty years more than 2500 places of 
worship have been built entirely by the zeal and 
liberality of the people, most of whom are very 
| poor, and very few indeed rich, nearly all those 
belonging to that class being adherents of the 
Established Church. During the same period 
the Welsh have circulated among themselves 
at least 1,500,000 of Bibles and Testaments, 
_ have contributed £260,000 to the funds of the 
| Bible Society, have raised £150,000 for foreign 
| Missiouary purposes, besides their exertions for 
the education of their own people. And nearly 
all this has been accomplished by the power of 
Nonconformity. 

The history of the rise and progress of this 
system, is what Thomas Rees has undertaken to 
record in this volume. He seems in many re- 
spects eminently qualified for the task, and he 
has produced a work which has been long a 
desideratum in the English language. It is very 
curious, indeed, to observe how little accurate 
knowledge of the state of our Welsh neighbors 
is possessed by the great majority of us. There 
1 is a vague, traditional impression that they are 
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a half. civilized people of simple manners and disloyal to loyal States were sent to the same 
choleric temper, exceedingly fond of leeks and | office, after the suspension of the postal service, 
toasted cheese, and speaking a very guttural a large proportion of which were forwarded to 
language, which many imagine is only a cor-|their destination. The number of,dead letters 
rupt and barbarous dialect of English. The|returned unopened to foreign countries was 
author, by the work before us, has, however, | 111,147 ; makinga total sent out from that office 
with great labor and diligence, and a thorough | of 215,038. The result of investigation in 
love of his subject, which imparts vigor and | 7,560 cases shows that in a vast majority of in- 
vitality to his narrative, placed within our reach | stances, the failure of a letter to reach its des- 
the means of forming a better acquaintance with | tination is the fault of the writer or sender, 
these descendants of the ancient Britons, among ; either in misdirection, failure to pay postage, or 


whom it will be found there prevails a larger | 
amount of Scriptural exlightenment, and of 
spiritual life, than among any equal number of, 
the population in any part of England. It is 
the story of bigotry, oppression and wrong on | 
the one hand, and of high principle and heroic | 
devotion on the other. 
inioneecstliibiniccactiees 

SYNOPSIS OF THE REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER | 

GENERAL. | 

The whole number of Post Offices in the | 
United States on the 30th of June, 1861, was | 
28,586. 

The expenditures of the Department in the | 
fiscal year ending June 30th, 1861, amounted 
to $13,606,759.11. The expenditures of the 
previous year were $14,874,772.89, showing a 
decrease in 1861 of $1,268,013.78. The rev- 
enue from all sources for 1861 amounted to 
$9,049 296.40, while that for 1860 was 
$9,218,067 40, showing a decrease of revenue 
for 1861 of $168,771. The net proceeds from 
Post Offices in the loyal States were for 1860, 
$3 688,690.56, and for 1861, $8,801,487, an 
increase of $112,796.44; and in the disloyal 
States, in 1860, $820,546.57, and in 1861, 
$677,706.70, a decrease of $142,839.81. The 
decrease in 1861 from the net proceeds of 1860 
in all the States appears to be $30,043.29. The 
total expenditures in the disloyal States for 1861, 
were $3.699,150.47, and the total receipts 
$1,241,221.05, showing an excess of expendi- 
tures over receipts of $2,457,930. 41. 

The whole number of ordinary dead letters 
received and examined during the year was 
about 2,550,000. The number of these contain- 
ing money, registered and sent out during the 
year, was 10, 580, and those containing deeds, 
bills of exchange, &e., 10,235. From the first 
of June to the first of Nov ember, there were re- 
ceived at the dead letter office, in consequence 
of the suspension of postal communication, 
76,769 letters from loyal States addressed to dis- 
loyal ones, of which 26,711 were returned to the 
writers; and 34,792 foreign letters destined for 
that section, of which'2246 were delivered in 
the loyal States t» authorized agents of the parties 
addressed. The whole number of letters sent out 
from the dead letter office amounted to 103,86, 
considerably more than three times those 
sent out the previous year, when the number 
was unusually large. About 40,000 letters from 








other mistakes. Of 76,769 letters from loyal to 
| disloyal States, 40,000 could not be returned, 
, either because the signature of the writer was 
| incomplete, or the letter contained no clue to 
his residence. The Postmaster General sug- 
gests that valuable dead letters, when returned 
to their owners, should be charged with treble 
| postage, one rate for transportation to the dead 
| letter office, one for registration there, and one 
for return transportation. 

A treaty with Mexico has been concluded, 
awaiting ratification by Mexico, establishing a 
common international rate of 25 cts. on letters, 
with other useful provisions. The Postmaster 
General has accepted the offer made by Great 
Britain, in 1857, tor areduction of the interna- 
tional rate on letters from 24 to 12 cents, which, 
however, has not yet gone into operation, as it 
awaits the response of the British office. 

snicieininillliigiianai 
COTTON FROM INDIA. 

A London paper says : 

“One of the most plausible suggestions yet 
made for the settlement of the cotton difficulty, 
is to impose a high differential duty upon all 
American cotton, to endure for three years. 
That would be in fact, a guaranty to the Indian 
exporter against a sudden return to low prices, 
and would most unquestionably exempt us at 
once and forever from our present dependence 
upon America. Already the Indian cotton mar- 
ket. is in commotion, and there is the strongest 
reason to believe that the supply this year will 
reach Sir Charles Wood’s estimate of a million 
bales. The shippers once secured against a sud- 
den return to ruinous prices would be able to 
double that quantity and to place Lancashire 
once more at ease. By the end of the three 
years the Indian railways will be complete, 
the Godavery canal will be in full work, and 


India ready to compete on equal terms with the 
South.” 


aeinesciiliimansiis 
RIVAL TO GUTTA PEKCHA. 

At a late meeting of the French Academy of 
Sciences, M. Seares gave an account of the Ba- 
lata shrub which abounds in Guiana, and affords 
a juice which, he asserted, was superior for 
many purposes, to gutta percha, but especially 
as an insulating material for enveloping tele- 
graphic wires. “The milk or juice is drinkable, 
and used by the natives with coffee; it coagu- 
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lates quickly when exposed to the air, and 
almost instentaneously when precipitated by al- 
cohol, which also dissolves the resin of the ba- 
lata juice. All the articles made with gutta 
percha can be made with the sap of the ba/ata, 
and it has no disagreeable smell; when worked 
up it becomes as supple as cloth, and more flex- 
ible than gutta percha. M. Seares exhibited a 
number of articles manufactured of balata milk. 
Up to the present time it seems, from M. Seares’ 
account, not to have become an article of com- 
mercial export.— Scientific American. 





er - 
From the British Workman. 
SHORT PIPES AND SHORT SMOKERS. 
I wonder who invented smoking! One would 


like to know by what means the idea first came 
into a man’s mind. We can imagine how the 


idea was improved upon, and how the help of 


art has made the practice what we now see it— 
smokiug made easy. But the original idea, and 
where it came from, is the puzzle. 
came into a man’s thoughts to suck smoke into his 
mouth and then puff it out—this is the mystery. 


Did the general idea of taking in and giving out 


hot smoke suggest itself, or was some one smitten 
with the fragrance of burning tobacco? Was 
smoke the first thought, and something to smoke 
an after thought? Or was tobacco first, and 
how to make the most of it second ? 

Smoke, however, is a fact, and smoking is a 
wide-spread habit. Men smoke, and women 
smoke, youths smoke, and chillren smoke. And 
I fancy the practice has grown in this direction 
—downward, from men to boys. Good is to 
grow the other way, and the knowledge of God 
is to go “‘ from the least to the greatest ;” but 
evil and the knowledge of it grow downward, 
and go from the greatest unto the least. 

As we see little urchins, sitting in a group at 
the mouth of some court or alley, and puffing 
away with the gravity of grandfathers, we cannot 
help asking, ‘“‘ who is to blame forthis? Would 
boys smoke if men did not? There cannot be 
at the first any natural liking for it. Asa rule, 
it is utterly disagreeable, makes the stomach as 
uneasy as the troubled sea, and it is only after 
several attempts that a lad can smoke with com- 
fort. Why do young folks take these pains ? 
Because they think it manly to smoke.” 

Even in the excuses given for smoking, boys 
copy their betters. I knew a family that was 
always poor. The father and mother earned 
money, but where it went was not quite clear. 
The children starvedand begged. One forenoon, 
about ten, I met, in the Seven Sisters’ Road, one 
of these children, a boy not more than nine years 
old, puffing away with a short pipe in his mouth. 
This very boy had been to my house, not many 
days before, begging for broken victuals, and I 
was startled at finding him transformed into a 
practised smoker. 1 took him to task, and 
showed him how unseemly it was to spend 


How it ever 
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money on tobacco and pipes when his little broth- 
ers and sisters were wanting bread. He drew 
himself up to his full height, looked a reproach- 
ful look, and, with the air and tone of injured 
innocence, replied, ‘“ The doctor recommended 
me to smoke, sir.’”’ He felt wronged because [ 
had misunderstood his case. He did not smoke 
because he liked it, or for any other selfish rea- 
son! It was out of regard to his health that he 
had taken tothe pipe; he smoked by doctor’s 
orders ! 

The power to break up this habit amongst 
boys lies in the hands of men. If there were no 
long smokers there would soon be no short ones. 
Let it not be a mark of manhood to smoke, and 
the pipe would lose its charms for boyhood. If 
fathers and masters would sacrifice the cigar, 
and burn the carved tobacco-box instead of 
burning its contents, their sons and apprentices 
would not long care to smoke. I do not think 
that authority need be used, or the law laid 
down. Let smoking be confined to youngsters, 
and they will soon tire of it. Make it a boyish 
practice, and its doom is sealed, and its days 
numbered. Let it have to be said, “Only Loys 
smoke,” and short pipes and short smokers 
would soon disappear. 

In this lies the only hope we have of seeing 
the habit put down. Lads will never see that 
what is proper in men is unsightly in them; 
and so long as fathers and masters, and grown- 
up brothers smoke, so long will boys smoke when 
they can find time and money. And they smoke 
some other things beside tobacco. A lad fills 
his pipe, he sees only tobacco; but I see going 
into that pipe, head, money, time, health, books, 
brains, prospects. The pipe is filled at last, and 
a light is struck; and things which the lad 
ought to set a high price upon, he puffs away in 
smoke. J. B, 










































































































































































‘isan 
From the Methodist. 
SALE OF CHURCH LIVINGS. 

















A paragraph in the Kentish newspapers shows 
how the existing system of Church patronage 
tends to subordinate the spiritual interests of the 
people to the pecuniary interests of patrons. 
Thomas Cartier, late rector of Seven-Oaks, was 
also patron of the living, valued at nine hundred 
and thirty-five pounds a year. In accordance . 
with his will, it has been offered to another cler- 
gyman, on the condition that he give it up again 
fourteen years hence, because the deceased had 
a grandson of fourteen, who will then be of an 
age to succeed him. The offer has been de- 
clined ; but the will, providing for such a con- 
tingeucy, places the presentation in the hands ° | 
of trustees, subject to the condition that the 
living shall be offered to no one under the age 
of sixty-five. Should the fortunate youth, how- 
ever, prefer some other avocation, then the liv- 
ing is to be put up to auction and sold to the 
highest bidder. In this case, according to the 
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will, any oue, godly or ungodly, Churchman or 

Dissenter, Christian or atheist, will be able, if 

he have money enough, to buy the right of de 

ciding who shall be the rector of Seven-Oaks. 
England, Oct. 11th, 186). 
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READING FOR AMUSEMENT. 








Dr. Dewey has in the The Christian Exami- 
ner some just remarks on the distinction be- 
tween reading for mere entertainment or amuse- 
ment, and reading for improvement. “I do not 
know what a man is thinking about,” he says, 
“who never makes any distinction here; who 
never conceives that he has anything to do with 
the wonderful faculty of thought but to amuse 
it. Anordinarily industrious man feels obliged, 
in common decency, to proportion his recreation 
to his business ; and it is indecent for an intel- 
lectual being to give up all his hours for mental 
culture to mere entertainment.” Hence he lays 
it down as a rule, that every person desirous of 
strengthening his or her mind, should from time 
to time read some hard book—that is, some book 
which will demaud close attention, and thorough- 
ly exercise the reasoning faculty. So discursive 
and dissipating, as we may say, are our modern 
habits of reading, and indeed our general range 
of modern literature, that we are quite inclined 
to agree with the Doctor that it would be the 
best thing that could happen to many minds 
among us, to be rigidly shut up for two or three 
months to a single wise book, and thus be obliged 
to study one thing. So much news-reading, 
story reading, and reading for the mere luxury 
of feeling, as is practiced by our people, is about 
as bad as no reading at all. It is distracting, 
dissipating, and enervating to the mind. It is 
like a tree growing all to bark, or all to leaves, 
to insure its toppling over by its own weight 
for the lack of the solid timber to give it sup- 
port. 
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AN INFANT LOGICIAN. 











A grandchild of Dr. Emmons, when not more 
than six years of age, came to him witha trouble 
weigting on her mind. 

“John says that the moon is made of green 
cheese, and [ don’t believe it.” 

“Don’t you believe? Why not? 

‘“‘T know it isn’t.” 

“But how do you know?” 

“Ts it, grandpa ?” 

Don’t ask me that question ; you must find 
it out yourself.” 

“ How can I find it out?” 

“ You must study into it.” 

She knew enough to resort to the first of Gen- 
esis for information, and after a truly Emmons- 
like search, she ran into the study : 

“T’ve found out; the moon is not made of 

























































































green cheese, for the moon was made before the 
cows were.”’—Bible Society Record. 
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Selected for Friends’ Review. 
MONODY. 
BY MARTHA C, CANFIELD. 





Oh! can it be—oh! can it be, that thou art with the 


dead ? 


That to the lowly, quiet tombthy path so early led ? 
That in thy loveliness and youth, thou hast forever 


flown, 


And left us in this weary world to journey on alone? 
* * * * * * 


And can it be, and can it be, that thou, the loved, the 


blest, 


Wrapped in the garments of the grave, hast laid thee 


down to rest ? 


Yet ever to our throbbing hearts a something seemed 


to say, 


That thou, so bright in every grace, must early pass 


away. 


Such childlike faith and holy zeal shone in each act 


and word, 


And with such pure and fervent love thy gentle breast 


was stirred, 


It seemed as though a heavenly light around thy 


pathway shone, 


And beings of a higher sphere had marked thee as 


their own, 


When sorrow pressed our drooping hearts, e’en as an 


angel guest, 


Thou movedst in our darkened homes, and with thy 


presexce blessed : 


Such ‘‘ meetness for the saints in light’’ to thee was 


early given, 


And shall we mourn that thou hast passed so sweetly 


on to heaven? 


No, though our blessed, happy days with thee are 


ever o’er; 


Though to thy home, thy form, thy voice, thy smile 


return no more ; 


Though in life’s sad and trying hours for thee we 


vainly call, 


And never on our listening ears thy gentle footsteps 


fall ; 


Yet, ransomed spirit, pure and bright, from all thy 


labors rest ; 


To Christ thy early love was given—thy home is on 


his breast ; 
Rest—though no length of earthly years to thee, be- 
loved, was given, 
Thy life was long in deeds of love, the measurement 
of heaven. 


Joy! that thy work below is done, and death’s cold 
valley past! 

Joy! that the griefs our bosoms know o’er thee no 
shadow cast |! 

Tears, tears for us, but not for thee, thou free and 
blessed one, 

Who, sheltered from all earthly storms, the crown of 
life hast won. 

Around thy grave hath childhood wept, and many a 
sorrowing heart, 

Thy gentle counsels calling up, hath vowed from sin 
to part ; 

Thy memory as a guiding star, shall lead us on our 


way, 

Shall wean from sin, and sweetly soothe when cares 
and fears dismay, 

Till, ‘‘ more than conquerors ”’ through the Lamb, at 
heaven’s high gates we meet ; 

And, washed and purified, with thee bow at our 
Saviour’s feet ! 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Foreien INTELLIGENCE.—English advices are to the 
24th ult. 

The case of the rebel steamer Nashville and the 
ship Harvey Birch was attracting much atten- 
tion. The captain of the latter had represented the 
matter to the American Minister at London. The 
officers assert, it is stated, that their ship was on 
soundings when taken, The commander of tbe 
Nashville wished to alter his vessel into a ship of 
war, at Southampton, but difficulties were interposed. 
The question was also raised whether the landing of 
prisoners was not an infraction of the proclamation 
of neutrality. No steps had been taken for repairs 
or coaling when the mail steamer left Liverpool. 
Underwriting business in American shipping was 
temporarily suspended on account of the occur- 
rence, and subsequently increased war risks were 
demanded. 

A. H. Layard, under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, in a speech before his constituents, alluded 
to the American question, defended the policy of the 
British government, regretted that that policy had 
been misinterpreted in America, and broadly assert- 


ed that the English people sympathized deeply with 
the Americans. 


France.—The Bank of France has reduced its rate 
of discount from 6 to 5 per cent. 

A reduction of from 80,000 to 100,000 men in the 
army was expected, the men to return home on fur- 
lough of one year. 


Iraty.—Tie Italian Parliament was re-opened at 
Turin on the 21st. Baron Ricasoli presented a plan 
of arrangement of the Roman question, by which the 
Pope and the Cardinals are to preserve their dignity 
and inviolability ; full liberty is guaranteed to the 
Pope for his acts as chief of the church, and he is 
empowered to send a nuncio to communicate with 
the bishops and the people, and to convene synods 
and councils without the intervention of the govern- 
ment; the King of Italy relinquishes all right of 
interference with the nomination of bishops, and will 
guarantee tothe Popea certain revenue. An address 
to the Pope, asking a favorable consideration of the 
plan, was presented with the plan, and a note to the 
Sardinian Minister at Paris, instructing him to re- 
quest the good offices of France in bringing the 
project before the Pope. The Roman authorities 
appear to have refused to listen to the proposal. 


Domestic.—Gen. Hunter, by direction of the In- 
dian Bureau, has been holding a council at Leaven- 
worth with influential representatives of the southern 
Indian tribes, including the Creeks, Choctaws and 
Cherokees, in relation to the disturbances occasioned 
by the existing rebellion. The instructions from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs contemplate their 
return to their own people with strong assurances of 
the friendship of our government. Delegates from 
the Cherokees, Creeks and Seminoles have also visit- 
ed Washington, to ascertain and report the true con- 
dition of things. In an interview with the Secretary 
of the Interior, they explained the circumstances 
under which their people had apparently joined the 
rebel cause, expressed their surprise and satisfaction 
at finding affairs so different from the rebel repre- 
sentations, and their confidence that their statements 
on their return would bring their tribes to the sup- 
port of the Union. 

The President’s Message was transmitted by tele- 
graph to San Francisco, and was published in that 
city at 8 A. M. on the 4th inst. 

_ The Secretary of the Treasury has issued regula- 
tions relative to securing and disposing of property 
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found within the territory now occupied or hereafter 
to be occupied by U. 8. forces or authorities, in insur- 
rectionary States. The Secretary, with the approba- 
tion of the President, will appoint agents to reside 
at the places thus occupied, to secure and prepare 
for market the cotton and other products and prop- 
erty; the military and naval authorities rendering 
such aid and protection as may be needed. Slaves 
under State laws, found within such limits may be 
employed by the agent, who will prepare lists of 
them and their claimants; they will be organized 
for systematic labor in securing and preparing for 
market the crops, an account of the labor of each 
being kept, and a proper compensation paid them, to 
be fixed by the agent and approved by the military 
commandant and the Secretary of the Treasury. An 
inventory of live stock and other property will be 
made, and a record kept of all products taken pos- 
session of, those of each plantation being kept dis- 
tinct, and when shipped, marked so as to be distin- 
guished. The provisions found on each plantation 
will be used as far as necessary for the subsistence 
of the laborers thereon, deficiencies being supplied 
by the U. S. commissary, on the agent’s requisition. 
The cotton, &c., shall be shipped to a designated 
agent at New York, unless otherwise specially direct- 
ed by the Secretary, and, as far as possible, by re- 
turning government transports. The agents are 
enjoined so to transact their business that as little 
injury as possible may accrue to those who now 
maintain, or may within a reasonable time resume, 
the character of loyal citizens. An agent has been 
appointed at Port Royal. 


A post-office has been established at Port Royal. 
All mail matter is to be sent by way of New York, 
and will be taken by government vessels. 


The Secretary of State, in a communication to 
Gen. McClellan, dated the 14th inst., states that 
persons claimed as slaves under the laws of Virginia 
and actually employed in hostile service against the 
government, sometimes escape from the hostile lines 
and are received within thuse of the U. 5. army on 
the Potomac; and that the Department learns that 
such persons, afterwards going into Washington, are 
liable to be arrested by the city police on suspicion 
of being fugitive slaves. Under the confiscation act 
of 8th mo. last, such hostile employment bars all 
claim for service or labor ; such persons escaping are 
received into the military protection of the United 
States, and persons arresting them as fugitives 
should be themselves arrested by military power. 
The civil authorities of the city and district have 
been notified of this communication, by the Secre- 
tary, that collisions of authority may be avoided. 


Maryland.—The Legislature organized in special 
session on the 4th inst. The Governor’s message 
stated that he had convened them, in order to per- 
form the clearly expressed wish of the people, by 
undoing, as far as possible, the legislation of their 
predecessors ; urged the adoption of measures for 
paying the State’s portion of the national tax for the 
expenses of the war, and the raising and equipping 
of a quota of volunteers for the war; and recom- 
mended legislation for punishing all abettors of 
treason in Maryland. 


Missouri.—At the last accounts, the rebel army was 
still south of the Osage, and no important collisions 
had occurred. The rebel Gen. Price has been sn- 
perseded in command by Gen. Heath, of Virginia. 
The care of the Union refugees at St. Louis has been 
assigned by Gen. Halleck to the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, and steps have been taken to quarter some of 
them on secessionist residents of the city. A number 
have gone to Illinois, where they will endeavor to 
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support their families till they can return home. 
Gen. Halleck has issued general orders to officers 
commanding districts, posts or corps, to arrest and 
confine persons in arms against the United States, or 
giving aid to such, and to seize their property. Per- 
sons found in disguise or under false pretences within 
the lines of the army, and communicating with the 
rebels, will be punished as spies ; and those not en- 
listed in the service of the so-called Confederate 
States who commit acts of hostility, will be treated, 
not as prisoners of war, but as criminals. 


Western Virginia.—The Convention has abolished 
in the new Constitution the system of viva voce 
voting in the Legislature, substituting the ballot. 
The name of the new State has been changed from 
Kanawha to Western Virginia. 


Coneress —The Senate, on the 4th, without a 
negative vote, expelled J. C. Breckenridge, of Ky., as 
a traitor. Wilson, of Mass., called attention to a 
list of colored persons confined in prison in Washing- 
ton, who were sent there by persons calling them- 
selves Justices of the Peace, as shown by a report to 
the Provost Marshal by one of the detective police, 
and introduced a resolution for their release, which 
was referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. A resolution was adopted directing the 
Marshal to report the names of all persons now 
confined in the jail in Washington, with the causes 
of commitment, names of committing magistrates, 
&c., and one referring to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict the laws now in force therein relative to the 
arrest of fugitives from service, and all those relating 
to colored persons, with instructions to consider the | 
expediency of abolishing slavery in the District, 
with compensation to loyal holders. Saulsbury, of 
Del., offered a joint resolution to appoint Com- 
missioners to meet a like commission from the 
seceded States, and arrange for a cessation of hos- 
tilities and a restoration of the Union. It was re- 
ceived with laughter, and informally laid over. The} 
Secretary of War was requested to furnish copies of | 
any general orders relative to fugitive slaves in the ! 
Department of Missouri. On the 5th, Trumbull, of | 
Ill., introduced a bill for confiscating the property | 
and freeing the slaves of rebels; the forfeiture to be 
enforced in the rebellious districts by military 
power, and in those where the judicial power is not 
obstructed, by the courts. The property of traitors | 
convicted by the courts to be forfeited, real estate 
for life; personal, forever. It was referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. On the 9th, various resolutions | 
were adopted ; one, presented by Sumner, of Mass., | 
referring to the Committee on Foreign Affairs all| 
papers on the files of the Senate relating 
to the recognition of Hayti and Liberia; one 
by Clark, of N. H., requesting of the Marshal of the 
District of Columbia, information by what authority 
he keeps slaves in prison because they are refractory ; 
one by Fessenden, of Me., requesting the Committee | 
on the District to report the number, &c., of fugitive 
slaves confined in the city during the last 18 months, 
whether any have been returned to claimants, by 
what authority and to whom, and whether any have 
been returned since Secretary Seward’s recent order 
respecting alleged fugitives. A resolution offered by 
Hale, of N. H,, directing the Judiciary Committee to 
inquire into the expediency of abolishing the present 
Supreme Court and establishing another, was amend- 
ed by a substitute referring to the same committee 
those parts of the President’s Message relating to 
that subject, and in this form passed. Resolutions of 
the Connecticut Legislature in favor of a repeal of the 
income tax, or an apportionmeut of the amount 
among the States so as to allow them to raise it in! 


their own way, and in favor of a decimal system of 
weights and measures, were presented ; also several 
petitions from different quarters, asking Congress, 
under the war power, to legislate on the subject of 
emancipation. A resolution instructing the Judiciary 
Committee to inquire into the expediency of abolish- 
ing the present judicial system of the United States, 
and establishing another in pursuance of the Con- 
stitution, was adopted on the 10th. A bill to 
authorize the President tv acquire territory for the 
colonization of free colored persons was introduced 
and referred. 


A bill for the restoration of Alexandria County to 
the District of Columbia, was introduced in the House 
on the 4th, and referred to the proper committee, 
The slavery question, and kindred subjects, have oc- 
cupied much attention during the week. Among the 
resolutions adopted were: one by Hutchins of Ohio, 
instructing the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia to inquire respecting 45 alleged slaves said to 
be confined in the government jail, and report what 
legislation is necessary to relief and future prevention; 
and one by Dunn, of Ind., instructing the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs to inquire into the practicability 
and expediency of procuring a place on this continent 
or the adjacent islands, for the formation of colonies 
of colored persons by voluntary emigration. Other 
propositions were postponed. Holman, of Ky. intro- 
duced a resolution reaffirming the ‘‘ Crittenden re- 
solution,’’ adopted by the House on the 22d of 7th 
mouth last ; laid on the table by a vote of 71 to 65. 
The President’s message was referred to appropriate 
committees,—the portion on the fortifications of the 
Jakes and harbors to a select committee. A resolu- 
tion was adopted instructing the judiciany committee 
to inquire whether a telegraphic censorship of the 
press has been established in Washington, by what 
authority, and whether it has been abused. The 
following bills, among others, were introduced and 
referred: by Lovejoy, of Ill., to repeal all laws re- 
quiring passes to colored persons going northward ; 
by Hickman, of Pa., for commissioners to revise and 
codify U. 8. laws; by Bingham, of Ohio, repealing 
all laws authorizing the commitment of suspected 
runaways, and their sale to pay expenses ; by Gurley, 
of Ohio, to confiscate the property of rebels, and 


| liberate and colonize their slaves ; by Hutchins, of 


Ohio, to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia ; 
and by Conklin, of N. Y., to punish fraudulent 
speculators upon the government, and persons obtain- 
ing contracts by bribery. A resolution from the 
Committee on Military Affairs was adopted on the 
9th, requcsting the President to take measures for 
an exchange of prisoners in the present rebellion. 
The Committee of Ways and Means was instructed 
to consider the tariff and taxation, with a view to 
equalize the burdens of the war upon all citizens and 
sections, and upon capital and labor. The report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury was presented to both 
Houses on the 9th, The Committee on Public Lands 
reported, on the 10th, a bill providing homesteads to 
actual settlers, and bounty to soldiers in lieu of land. 
A joint resolution which had previously passed the 
Senate, for a committee to inquire into the conduct of 
the war, was concurred in. Pendleton, of Ohio, 
moved to refer back to the Judiciary Committee the 
memorial of the imprisoned Baltimore Police Com- 
missioners, with instructions declaring that Congress 
alone has the power to suspend the habeas corpus; 
that the exercise of that power by any other de- 
partment of government is a usurpation, and dan- 
gerous to public liberty; and that the prisoners be 
released from confinement, indicted and tried. The 
whole subject, after some debate, was laid on the 
table—ayes, 108; nays, 28. 





